
	  

	  
	  

September 16th, 2013        
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 

BOURNE UNLUCKY AT RALLY OF THE SUN AND STARS 
 
A patch of wet mud and a guard wall in St. Lucy combined to prematurely end Paul ‘The 
Surfer’ Bourne’s Rally of the Sun and Stars last weekend.  
 
The Banks Beer ambassador was leading the 12-stage event when his Banks 
Beer/Chefette/LIME/Castrol Ford Focus WRC07 slid off the road halfway through stage 
five and became lodged on an embankment.  
 
Up until that point, Bourne was in sublime form, exchanging fastest times with Roger 
‘The Sherriff’ Skeete and eventual winner Neil Armstrong.  
 
“While admittedly pushing the envelope, I hit some wet mud and in an instant I was 
sliding towards a solid guard wall which stopped the car. It was very disappointing,” said 
Bourne, who was competing in the final all-tarmac rally of the year. 
 
Both he and co-driver Jermin Pope walked away uninjured.  
 
“Before the accident I was feeling good. I felt comfortable and confident and I was 
enjoying the rally; but hitting the wall was the end for me.”  
 
Despite the crash, Bourne said the Focus was not too badly damaged.  
 
“The car is not bad at all. In fact, the guys changed the left side bottom arm, took the 
front bumper off and I drove it back to the workshop,” he said.  
 
“Pope and I are fine. I’m just really disappointed that I crashed out; but at the end of the 
day, that’s rallying.” 
 
Bourne has endured an up-and-down year, winning the first three events of the season 
before a spate of technical issues side-lined him from Sol Rally Barbados, the 
Caribbean’s largest annual motorsport International.  
 
In all, he missed four consecutive events since mid-April: the Valvoline Shake-Down 
Rally, the Scotiabank King of the Hill, Sol Rally Barbados and a speed event at Stewarts 
Hill.  
 
He then returned to action in mid-August, securing a well-deserved podium finish under 
the cover of darkness in the Barbados Rally Club’s Summer Nights Tarmac Sprint, 



	  

before finishing second overall in the Motoring Club of Barbados Inc.’s McChlery 
Designs ‘Just Bring It’ speed event from Isolation to Dark Hole in St. Andrew. 
 
“Luck has not been on Paul’s side this year, that’s for sure,” said Bernard Frost, group 
marketing manager for Banks Holdings Limited.  
 
“But despite the challenges, Paul remains optimistic and continues to put his best foot 
forward. He is a true competitor in every sense of the word and we are proud to have 
him represent the ‘Beer of Barbados’. His talent behind the wheel is unquestionable and 
it’s only a matter of time before he returns to his winning ways.”  
 
 

 
 
CAPTION for attached photo: 
Paul ‘The Surfer’ Bourne’s Rally of the Sun and Stars came to an abrupt end on Stage 5. 

	  


